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Work Party Organisers  

Perisher: Andrew Cupit | perisher@cac.org.au   
Jindabyne: Doug Boast | jindabyne@cac.org.au  
Mt Franklin: Jenny McLeod | franklin@cac.org.au  
O'Keefe’s Hut: Michael Griffiths | okeefes@cac.org.au 

 

 

Admin Officer’s Hours 2026 

 

Winter Hours (July - September)  

Mon to Fri: 8am – 11am; 3pm - 5pm 

Email is preferred 
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Editorial  

Despite the slow start to the snow season, the lodge has been full of activity 
with two successful School Holiday weeks at Perisher lodge, and some night-
time race training for some of our keen racers.  More opportunities to race 
for the club are available over the next months, so please sign up to take 
part – no experience necessary.  

We are always keen to hear of your adventures at the snow here, and 
abroad, so please send in your photos and stories. 

Enjoy the snow – perhaps a snow dance or two could improve the prospects 
for more! 

 

 

 

Frozen Acres Contributions  

 

Copy deadline for next issue: 19 September 2026  

Maximum article length: 400 words (images welcome too!)  

Please send articles (in Word) and images to: editor@cac.org.au  

Content may be edited for length and style.  
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Club Calendar 

August 3  
 
 
5 
 
7  
 
8 
 
22 
 
29  

CAC Cross Country 
Championship 
 
CAC Night relays (XC) 
 
Blue Cow Cup 
 
Snowy Mountains Classic (XC) 
 
Brumby Cup and Dinner  
 
Balmain Cup 

Perisher 

Perisher 

Perisher 

Perisher 

Perisher 

Perisher 

September 1 - 6 
 
 
12 

Australian National 
Interschools 
 
Perisher Cup 

Perisher 

Perisher 

October TBC End of season celebration Canberra 

 

        See the website for full event descriptions. Other race events can be found at: 

https://www.perisherxcountry.org/events/local/ 

https://www.revolutionise.com.au/vailaus/events 

 

 

 

https://www.perisherxcountry.org/events/local/
https://www.revolutionise.com.au/vailaus/events
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President’s Precis  

By Jeremy Lucas 

As we head towards the midpoint of the 2026 ski season, it has been 
pleasing to see members and guests making the most of what has, at 
times, been a variable winter. 

The lodge has again been a welcoming hub, with families, long-standing 
members and first-time visitors all enjoying their time on the mountain. 

Our School Holiday Weeks once again proved to be a great success, with 
strong occupancy and plenty of activity around the lodge. It was 
encouraging to see so many families enjoying time together on the 
mountain, and I would like to thank everyone who contributed to making 
the weeks run so smoothly, particularly our volunteers and those who 
assisted with catering and lodge operations. 

I’m delighted to welcome Izzy van der Heiden as our new Administration 
Officer. Izzy joined us in mid-June, with a formal handover over a number 
of weeks from Kate Chalmers who has filled in as our interim Admin 
Officer over the last 9 months as we looked for a replacement. I look 
forward to Izzy bringing her warmth and dedication to our Club. I also wish 
to thank Kate for her tireless input and welcomed suggestions around 

streamlining some of the processes in the admin role. 

I would like to remind members that when you make a booking, you have 
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7 days to finalise your payment. If your payment hasn’t been received 
within this timeframe, the booking system will cancel your booking. There 
is significant extra work for the Admin officer to follow up on unpaid 
bookings, as well as potentially not allowing other members to make 
bookings at the same time. 

When you book a Shared Room, you are agreeing to share that room with 
other guests if required. The Admin Officer will allocate rooms to make the 
best use of lodge accommodation, while endeavouring to minimise room 
moves and accommodate expressed preferences wherever possible. If you 
do not wish to share your room with guests outside your booking, you 
must select the Exclusive Occupancy Surcharge when making your 
reservation. 

As with any volunteer organisation, there are occasionally challenges that 
require careful consideration and thoughtful discussion. The Committee 
remains committed to acting in the best interests of the Club, always with 
the aim of maintaining a welcoming, respectful and inclusive environment 
for all members. 

I look forward to seeing many of you out on the     
slopes this season. 

 

Stay safe and enjoy the snow! 

 

Jeremy 

 

 



10 

   
 

 

 

 

Welcomes 

Welcomes to Emelia Webb, Florence Webb, Leoni Pearson, James Branch 
and Ben Ruwald.  

 

 

Updated CAC By-laws 

The CAC By-laws have been updated with new rates for accompanied 
guests during the off-peak season. An adult guest who is accompanied by 
the member or summer associate who makes the booking will pay $60 per 
night. The unaccompanied guest rate remains $75 per night. An 
accompanied junior guest will pay $35 per night. The unaccompanied 
junior guest rate remains $45 per night. 

These changes have been made to encourage members and summer 
associates to bring along their family and friends to the Club during the 
off-peak season.  

A group booking discount has also been reinstated. For groups of 12 or 
more, the rate will be $60 per person per night. 
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Meet Izzy Van Der Heiden – Admin Officer 

To get to know CAC’s new admin officer we asked Izzy a few questions. 
Keen skier and now administrator extraordinaire! 

What part of the “alpine” do you enjoy most? 
I enjoy skiing with my husband the most. There’s something special about being 
out on the mountain together, taking in the views and soaking up that happy, 
peaceful feeling the alpine environment gives you, I enjoy it with the kids also but 
it’s a very diverse experience. 

Any recent trips to the lodges? 
I recently visited Perisher lodge just before the snow arrived. It was wonderful to 
see the landscape looking so different without the winter cover— it’s so different 
compared to how it looks in snow season. 

Has anything surprised you about the role so far? 
The volume of work has definitely surprised me. I hadn’t realised just how much 
coordination and communication is involved around one booking, a lot of 
considerations. That said, everyone has been very kind in welcoming me and 
helping me settle in, which has made a big difference if I get it wrong! 
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        Upcoming Social events  
 
 
Saturday August 22nd @ CAC Perisher Lodge 
Celebrate the Brumby Cup with the Brumby  
Cup Dinner and Presentation 
 
 
                                                                                          Social Convenor 

E: social@cac.org.au 

 
 



13 

   
 

Why is there no room at the Inn? 

Have you ever wondered why it is so hard to find a bed some weeks during 
the season? One of those reasons might be the Snow Australia 
Interschools Snow sports Competitions. 

During the fourth week of July (21st – 24th) the ACT/Southern NSW 
Regional Snowsports Competition takes place at Perisher, with students 
from kindergarten to year 12 taking part in Alpine, Cross-Country, Moguls 
and Snowboard racing. Many of our junior members take part in these 
races so we often see limited space available in our lodge at Perisher. 

This year the State level and National level competition will also be held at 
Perisher - so you may see bookings filling up for mid August and early 
September. The next events are 17-21 August (NSW State/ACT/QLD 
Championships) and the Australian Championships 1-6 September 2026.  

Action shots of the Canberra Alpine Club Interschool skiers! 
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CAC Races 

Calling all keen racers – experienced or novice. Come along and compete 
in the Canberra Alpine Club races for 2026. All you will need to join in with 
club races is a Snow ID which is available for free via the Snow.org.au 
website. 

 

What’s on and when? 

• CAC/Cooma Club Championship Saturday 25th of July - Completed 

• CAC Cross-Country Championships Monday 3rd August 

• CAC Night Relays (XC) Wednesday 5th August 

• Brumby Cup races Saturday 22nd August  

• Balmain Cup Saturday 29th August (invite only) 

• Perisher Cup Saturday 12th September  

Keep an eye out for your Ski Mail or Facebook for further details about 
when to register for each race. 
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CAC/Cooma Club Championship  

The annual Club Championship GS races took place on Front Valley on 
Saturday the 25th of July. Racers, young and old congregated at the top of 
the dual course – snowboard and alpine for a battle of lodges!  

CAC was dominant in the snowboard competition, securing a win in both 
the U18 male and female snowboard categories, with Ryder Young and 
Jemima Court also taking out the fastest snowboarders of the day. The 18+ 
snowboard categories were won by Nina Lange and Alistair Court, giving 
CAC 4 points in the competition with Cooma lodge.   

Cooma lodge was a formidable force in the alpine competition, with 
Matilda Forsdyke winning the U18 female and fastest female time of the 
day (22.9) and Archie Landon-Smith (21.99) winning the U18 male and 
fastest overall male of the day.  18+ winners went to Tom Landon-Smith 
and Ellen Pinkas.  With an even split of 4 events to each club, the winning 
club was awarded based on the classes that were contested (most entries 
from both clubs). Congratulations to Cooma lodge.  

Results on page 16. 
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Jindy work party 

It’s Not Just About the Snow – Leonie Pearson & James Branch 

Turning up as newcomers to an established club can feel like walking into 
someone else’s living room — polite, but not quite sure where to stand. 
We’d done a working bee at Perisher before, which helped, but this felt 
like a step further in. 

Over the weekend we fixed lawnmowers, cleared weeds from the 
driveway, did some pruning, and — most memorably — played a kind of 
“Tetris” with the chairs. 

None of it was glamorous. But something shifted once we were part of it. 
Before long we were simply… included. Inclusion isn’t automatic. Many 
clubs never quite manage it.  

The communal dinner at the end of the 
day is one of the clearest expressions of 
this inclusion. A particular highlight — and 
a big thank you — goes to Dom’s Osso 
Buco: generous in both portion and 
flavour! The meal was delicious.  

The work parties are a great way for 
newbies like us to enter, learn how things 
are done and find a place.  
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Club Publications  

Available on request 

● Club constitution  

● Club by-laws  

● Membership application forms  

● Applicant’s information sheet  

● Guides for lodge users during off-peak season  

● Bedding plans for each lodge 

Check our website to obtain copies of these items.  

Alliances 

The Club is a corporate member of the following organisations:  

● Snowsports ACT  

● SLOPES (Ski Lodges Organisation of Perisher, Smiggins and Guthega Inc.)  

● The Kosciuszko Huts Association 

● The Club is a regular sponsor of the Perisher Ski Patrol 

A copy of each issue of Frozen Acres is lodged with the Australian Serials 
Collection of the National Library. The collection, dating back to the 1960s, 
is available on request. 
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