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Editorial 
Nola Charkos and Jenni Bodell 

 
What a season it’s turned out to be! We hope you’re all out there 
enjoying yourselves and making the most of the beautiful fresh 
snow and mountain air. 
 
In this edition, find out what really went on at Youth and Family 
weeks in Perisher, thanks to some very descriptive articles by our 
junior members.  
 
We’ve also got more from the Club Archives. This time, we’re going 
back to 1949 to look at what Club life was like post-war. 
 
In more recent happenings, well done to everyone who participated 
in the Club Championships. We also hear that many of our young 
members have had great success so far in the Interschools races, 
and we wish those who have progressed to State champs all the very 
best.  
 

Frozen Acres Contributions 
Copy deadline for next issue: 19 September 2025 
Maximum article length: 400 words (images welcome too!) 
Please send articles (in Word) and images to: editor@cac.org.au  
Content may be edited for length and style. 
 
 

Admin Officer’s Hours 2025 

 Summer and Winter Shoulder Season 
Hours (Jun & Sep) 
Mon: 08:30am to 2:30pm 
Tue to Fri: 8:30am to midday 
Sat/Sun: Unavailable 

Winter Hours (Jul & Aug) 
Mon & Fri: 8:30am to 3:30pm 
Tue to Thur: 1:00pm to 4:00pm 
Sat: 9am to 10:30am 
Sun: Unavailable 
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Club Calendar 2025 
 

August 2–10 
 
5 
 
9 
 
23 

Perisher XC Ski Week 
 
KAC Classic (XC) 
 
Snowy Mountains Classic (XC) 
 
Brumby Cup Races 

Perisher 
 
Perisher 
 
Perisher 
 
Perisher 

September 13 
 
14 

Perisher Cup 
 
Off Peak booking season starts 

Perisher 
 
Perisher/Jindabyne 

October 5-6 
 
 
TBC 

Winter season closing weekend  
 
Post-season presentation and 
picnic 

Perisher/Thredbo 
 
Canberra 

 

The Perisher Lodge after recent snowfalls. Photo credit: Jeremy Lucas 
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President’s Precis 
By Jeremy Lucas, President 

Mother Nature has certainly come through for us again this season, 

delivering consistent snowfalls and favourable conditions for both 

skiing and boarding, and it looks like they’re set to continue! As I 

write, our youth and family weeks are in full swing and have been a 

tremendous success, all thanks to the hard work and dedication of 

our amazing event organisers. 

The Committee has also been busy behind the scenes, working on 

some exciting new initiatives to make your Club experience even 

better. 

  

Summer Associate Membership Proposal 

While our lodges in Jindabyne and Perisher are always buzzing 

during winter, Christmas, and Easter, they tend to quieten down 

outside those peak times. To help make the most of the lodges 

year-round, the Committee are considering a new ‘Summer 

Associate Membership’. You’ll find a detailed article about this in this 

edition of Frozen Acres. I encourage you all to share your thoughts 

with constructive feedback by 31 August, so the Committee can 

evaluate this initiative further. Please send your thoughts to: 

secretary@cac.org.au. 

Lodge Availability Alerts via SMS 

We’re trialling a new SMS alert system to let members know when 

last-minute spots become available at the lodges.  
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The early response has been fantastic, bookings have come in within 

minutes of alerts going out. Some members even said, “We assumed 

everything was booked out!” It’s great to see the potential in this 

system, helping more people make the most of the lodges. 

 

Skimail and Club Communication Updates 

Coming soon. We’re giving Skimail a bit of a refresh! The aim is to 

better connect all our Club communications, including the website, 

Facebook page, and newsletters, so you get consistent and timely 

updates, no matter how you stay in touch. 

Assistant Lodge Coordinator – Perisher 

As our biggest lodge, Perisher can always use an extra hand. The 

Committee is looking to appoint an additional Assistant Lodge 

Coordinator to help with daily operations and maintenance. If you’re 

a full member and keen to get involved in a rewarding role, check 

out the article in this edition of Frozen Acres for all the details. 

I look forward to seeing many of you out on the slopes this season. 

Stay safe and enjoy the snow! 

Jeremy 
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Welcome 

A belated welcome to Matthew Comensoli, son of Treasurer Will 

Comensoli and Peta Rogers, who was born in early April. Another 

future Club member? 

 

 

A very welcome temporary member. Photo credit: Linda Wells
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Family Week 2025 
By Leo Charkos 

 
Monday: waking up a beautiful sunny morning which meant clear 
visibility throughout the day as we all wanted to rush to skip the 
queues. Unfortunately for Talon he hurt his arm while tobogganing.  
 
This day got really fun, probably one of the best days in Family Week 
by far as most of the older kids played piggy in the middle. 
 
Both members and guests had a fun time but the night was so fun as 
it was pizza movie and games night and the kids enjoyed a game of 
spoons and watching a movie. 
  
Tuesday: waking up to a not so nice day and going out kinda was a 
risk due to many lifts on wind hold and the resort literally being a 
crowd of humans but this was also tied to the fact that we would be 
getting fresh snow.   
  
Wednesday: yet another cold windy morning. Lifts still shut and 
crowds all over the mountain. At least we are getting more snow.  
 
Enough about that, the real drama was that night as both the kids 
and adults enjoyed watching the state of origin which was a success 
for Josh because his favourite team Queensland won but for 
everyone else it was a huge disappointment due to the Blues loss.  
  
Thursday: the wind continues and so does the snow, probably the 
worst conditions yet.  
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Curry night and a marshmallow building challenge + a massive snow 
ball fight in the snow - I could say that it was pretty funny as we all 
created nice moments. 
  
Friday: the home stretch of the week. Many were leaving, which was 
sad but more came.  
 
That night was BBQ and after, the older kids got to enjoy a nice 
conversation including some adults like Josh who joined too. 
  
Saturday: as the final day came the best conditions ever and thanks 
to all the snow, Guthega finally opened and to be honest this was a 
great day as many spent time away from the Saturday crowds.  
 
Finally came night skiing and it was just really fun. That was the best 
day of skiing yet. 
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Youth Week 2025: Snow, Sunshine & Spoon Races! 
By Elodie Hoyle  

 
This year’s Youth Week had a full 
lodge - a great mix of adults and 
kids - all ready for a full week of 
snow, sunshine and good times.  
And it delivered!  
 
We kicked off the week with a 
powder day on Monday that 
made everyone feel good about 
everything! Then things just 
kept tracking, with bluebird days 
on Wednesday, Friday and 
Saturday. The snow stayed  solid 
all week, and there were plenty 
of happy faces returning to the 
lodge at the end of the day. 
 

 One of the best parts of the 
week was the Wednesday 
night quiz. It wasn’t just 
questions - there were 
activities too, like a Chariots 
of Fire-style egg and spoon 
race (yes, people actually ran 
dramatically to music 
holding eggs!). We also had a 
“hidden talents” round, 
where people showed off 
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secret skills, from juggling to backflips and humwhistling. 
 
The food all week was amazing (thanks to all the kitchen legends), 
and there were  lots of stories shared around the dinner table of a 
night. 
 
Whether you were carving down the mountain or trying not to drop 
your egg, Youth Week was packed with good energy.Sign me up for 
next year! 
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Canberra Alpine Club and Cooma Ski Club Championships 
2025 

by Jenni Bodell 
 
Despite the conditions not matching the bluebird day requested, the 

hardy skiers and boarders of Canberra Alpine Club made their way 

through wind and horizontal snow to the far reaches of Lidner 

Guthega for the annual Canberra/Cooma races on Saturday the 26th 

of July.  

With participants ranging from 8 years old to 69 years young, racers 

put down their best times in less than ideal conditions. Skiers raced 

first, followed by the snowboarders and then a hasty retreat back to 

the lodge before the lifts all went on wind hold. 

Canberra Alpine hosted the post-race drinks, thank you to Lis and 

Caroline for organising, and the results were shared with the weary 

racers, with Canberra Alpine Club winning the Male U18 Ski, Male 

18+ Snowboard, Male U18 Snowboard and Cooma winning the 

Women’s 18+ Snowboard, Male 18+ ski and U18 female ski, 

resulting in a tie.  The competition rules stated - in the event of a tie, 

the class with the most competitors (Male 18+ ski) are awarded one 

extra point, therefore Cooma were the overall winners of the day. 
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Alpine results: 
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Snowboard results: 
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1949 Happenings from the Club Archives 
by Jenny McLeod 

 
In 1949, “The Committee of the Alpine Club re-introduced our well 
known pre-war bulletin, Frozen Acres”.  So what was happening in 
1949?  Transport was a hot topic, as many members did not have 
their own cars, petrol rationing was in place, and the Club arranged 
transport to Mt Franklin on the weekends during winter. 
 

● The Southern District Ski Federation was formed, for the 
advancement of skiing in the Southern Districts. 

●  In April, Pioneer Tours were keen to run a bus service to Mt 
Franklin. In May it was reported that “The approach to 
Pioneer Tours has not met with unqualified success as their 
buses are unable to manage the road.  If the Company 
obtains a smaller bus this season though, they state that they 
would be interested in taking us to Franklin.  However, Mr Bill 
Ginn, one of our own Club members, is willing to provide 
transport, but, once again the problem of securing petrol 
supplies faces us”. 

● Regarding that problem, “The Southern District Ski 
Federation… has written to the Minister for the Interior and 
Mr A. Fraser, MHR [Member for Eden-Monaro], on our 
behalf, concerning this matter, and it is hoped that this year’s 
efforts to obtain a small petrol ration will be more fruitful 
than in the past.”  A later bulletin reports that “Yes, it’s true!  
We have received advice that petrol supplies will be available 
to us for the purpose of transport to Franklin”. 

● A film evening was held in May, where the Department of 
Information showed snow films at their theatrette in Acton, 
including footage of Franklin. 
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● A bus was booked for a day trip to “The Back Perisher” in 
early June.  However this trip was postponed as “advice 
received from Kosciusko indicated that there was NO SNOW 
between the Chalet and the Hotel.  The Charter buses go no 
further than Smiggins, so the outlook was hopeless”. 

● Club subscriptions cost £1.1 ($2.10) for adults, £1.10 ($3) for 
couples, and 5/- (50c) for juniors. 

● Accommodation at Franklin cost 5/- (50c) per night from 
June to September, and 2/6 (25c) for the rest of the year. 

 

 
 

Two of Bill Ginn’s trucks at the Chalet. For a number of years through to the early 1950s Bill 
Ginn provided the Club’s transport to Franklin – it was an age when private car ownership 
was less common than today.  Bill stands to the right; on the bumper sits Peg Mantle; the 

three women standing near the truck door are Bev Gemmel (later Osborn), Elizabeth 
Southern and Vera Cling; above them on the tray stand Helen Cameron and Jack Edwards. 

(Ida Ginn photo). 
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Expressions of Interest 
Assistant Lodge Coordinator – Perisher 

The Club is seeking Expressions of Interest (EOI) from members for 
the following position: 

Position: Assistant Lodge Coordinator – Perisher  

Reason: Due to the size and operational needs of the Perisher lodge, 
the Committee has identified the need for a third coordinator to 
support its effective management. 

Key Responsibilities: 

The Assistant Lodge Coordinator will work closely with the Lodges 
Convenor and Lodges Subcommittee to support the successful 
operation and upkeep of the Perisher lodge. Core duties include: 

1. Assisting with the organisation and coordination of work parties 
to undertake maintenance and minor capital works. 

2. Contributing to the assessment of lodge maintenance and capital 
work requirements. 

3. Supporting the development of a 5-year maintenance and capital 
works program. 

4. Assisting in the engagement of professional tradespeople when 
required. 

5. Providing strategic advice on lodge operations. 

6. Assist with organising professional trades where necessary. 
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Note: The Perisher lodge typically holds 3 to 5 work parties annually, 
depending on demand. 

Who Should Apply? 

This role does not require formal building qualifications. We are 
looking for someone with: 

● Practical problem-solving skills 
● Common sense and initiative 
● Good organisational skills 
● A collaborative and positive attitude 

The role is both rewarding and hands-on, offering members a 
meaningful way to contribute to the Club’s success and the 
maintenance of a valued asset. 

Appointment Details: 

● Eligibility: Open to full Club members only 
● Tenure: Appointed by the Main Committee for a 2-year term 

If you’re interested in being part of a dedicated team and making a 
tangible impact, we’d love to hear from you. 

Contact: Andrew Cupit (Perisher Lodge Convenor).  

Email: perisher@cac.org.au 
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Seeking Member Feedback: Trial of a New ‘Summer 
Associate Membership’ 

The CAC Committee is exploring new ways to make the most of our 
lodges during the summer off peak periods. As part of this initiative, 
we're proposing a trial of a new membership category — the 
Summer Associate — and we’d love to hear your views. 

 

What is a Summer Associate? 

The Summer Associate aims to attract new users to our lodges in the 
off-peak season through a limited trial. This group would enjoy 
specific benefits and responsibilities, outlined below. 

Proposed Benefits: 

● Access to Jindabyne and Perisher lodges during off-peak 
periods, excluding Christmas and Easter 

● Standard member off-peak nightly rates 
● Use of the CAC booking system 
● Receive membership news via Frozen Acres, Skimail, and 

Facebook 
● Attend CAC social events 
● Annual lodge membership fee applies 

Not Included: 

● No voting rights 
● Cannot become a committee member 
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Eligibility Requirements 

To become a Summer Associate, an individual must: 

● Attend at least one work party (to understand lodge 
operations and club culture) 

● Be sponsored by a current CAC member 
● Pay the annual membership fee 

 

Trial Details 

● Limited to 50 Summer Associates in the first 2 years 
● An annual review will assess uptake and the impact on 

member access 
● Current CAC members will not be eligible to join as Summer 

Associates during the trial, in the event the program is 
discontinued 

 

We Want Your Feedback! 

This is your chance to help shape the future of our Club’s summer 
offerings. 
 Please share your thoughts on: 

● The overall Summer Associate concept 
● The temporary exclusion of CAC members from participating 

Send your feedback to secretary@cac.org.au by 31 August 2025. 
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Club Publications  
Available on request: 
● Club constitution 
● Club by-laws  
● Membership application forms 
● Applicant’s information sheet 
● Guides for lodge users during off-peak season 
● Bedding plans for each lodge. 
Check our website to obtain copies of these items.  
 
Alliances 
● The Club is a corporate member of the following organisations: 
● Snowsports ACT 
● SLOPES (Ski Lodges Organisation of Perisher, Smiggins and Guthega 
Inc.) 
● The Kosciuszko Huts Association.   
● The Club is a regular sponsor of the Perisher Ski Patrol. 
 
A copy of each issue of Frozen Acres is lodged with the Australian Serials 
Collection of the National Library. The collection, dating back to the 1960s, 
is available on request. 
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